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However, in some instances, the war seemingly did have some effects. In Kansas City, Kansas, an
arrogant seventeen year old boy sporting a Hitler moustache admitted that within twelve months he
entered into three marriages. He admitted that his mother had died when he was scarcely seven years
old. His father was a sailor. He was among the missing when the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. Since
then, he has been his own boss. He roamed the streets as a vagabond. He had no care and no purpose in
life. In New Haven, Connecticut the police arrested the son of a millionaire and caught him in the act
stealing a bank from a small child whose entire treasure of $2.37 was in it. At that time, this millionaire’s
son had $45.00 in his pocket. He admitted that for the past few days he had been in the company of a
soldier and he wanted to show him that “I've got guts, too.”

The spirit, or rather the fever of war has an influence on the minds of teenagers. They want
impressions. They run away from home; some who are bored with life at home, pretend to be older
than they are. They go to the recruiting stations and give a false age. There are others who want to work
in the munitions factory in order to earn money and have a good time. Cars are very often stolen in
order to go somewhere far away. They change their family name.

In Cleveland, Ohio the police tracked down and arrested 16 year old Robert Henager and his
brother, 16 year old Henry. At that time their mother was in the hospital seriously wounded by a bullet
shot from a revolver. His father, fearing the same fate and afraid to come to his own home, had locked
himself in a hotel in the middle of town. Henry was captured in a dentist’s office. In his pocket was a
revolver and a package of bullets. The brothers made an open confession . With a certain amount of
pride, they admitted that in three months they had committed 40 robberies and set fires that burned
down four schools. In every school the fire caused $15,000 in damages.

Under the floors and on the attic of their family home, the police found several revolvers and
knives, 2,000 bullets, 30 quarts of liquor and piles of stolen articles. Robert admitted that he shot their
mother because she was reprimanding him and almost constantly scolded him. In their prison cells they
bragged about what they had done, boasting to the other prisoners, “You read about those fires and the
boys that shot their own mother? That’s us.”

Even worse situations prevail among the girls. More and more young girls are running away
from home, dropping out of school and stealing, especially cheap jewelry and dresses. Their worst
offenses are against morality by drunkenness, indecent behavior and the selling themselves. With pretty
faces and empty heads, they throw themselves into the arms of every soldier and sailor. Because of this,
they received the cheap name “Victory Girls.” And these are girls who are 14, 15, and 16 years old.
Normally, these are children from families where the father and mother are both employed in
armament factories. They are known as “ship yard orphans.” They have also earned the name “latch key
kids,” because their mothers hang the house key on a string around their neck leaving them the liberty
of returning home when they please. As far as the mothers are concerned, the newspapers claim that
here in Buffalo there are so many mothers who spend entire evenings in taverns instead of going
directly home from the factory, that children sing: “"Mommie, dear Mommie, come home with me now.”
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In the face of these sad circumstances, what are the authorities of our country doing? What is
society doing? What are parents doing? Where are the preventive means to stop this plague which is
poisoning ever greater numbers of teenagers? The country is involved in winning the war. Society claims
that this is not their problem; parents just wring their hands and go out to earn money. Where are the
preventive means; in the families and in the schools; conscientious parental care and a religious
upbringing. The place of mothers of under aged children is at home. Bringing up children is an act of
greater and more intelligent patriotism than working in a factory. No one and nothing can take a
mother’s place in the home. It is not even worth arguing in such a case. Children must be given an
upbringing and education based on religion, otherwise, the situation of young people will worsen not
only during war times but even in times after the war.

Looking at the crowds of young and small hoodlums, bandits, thieves and criminals, we will be
asking, “Are these our children?” And we shall hear the voice of conscience which will ask us “How did
you watch them? How did you bring them up? Now gather that what you have sowed over the years.”
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April 23,1944
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

Over the last few days | received many very serious letters. Here is one of them: “I have been
married twelve years and have four children. Now, after so many years, my husband wants a divorce. |
have always tried to be a good wife and a good mother. Two things have corrupted my husband. He
earns too much money and he only follows the advice of his mother. | know well that he goes out for
good times with young girls. Here at home, nothing pleases him. He himself does not go to church and
when he sees our children at home kneeling down to pray, he makes fun of them out loud. He
persecutes me and the children with curses and filthy names.”

A second letter: “We got married in July, 1943; we had been going together for two years. My
wife is an only child. | always earned a very good salary and before we got married, | bought a house and
furnished it completely. | didn’t want to be obligated to her parents nor to mine. | wanted to have a
family, but look what happened. My wife prefers to stay all day with her mot her. When | come home
from work, | must prepare my own supper because my wife eats with her parents. After that | am at
home alone while my wife is either visiting her friends or else she goes to the movies. She insists on
seeing every movie and she knows all the actors and actresses. She smokes and never refuses a glass of
whiskey. Now, she’s complaining to me that she’s bored at home and she will go to the factory making
military equipment in order to earn some “pocket money” for herself. When | explain to her that | don’t
want her to do this, that | got married in order to have a wife and a good housekeeper and not some
kind of “pistol-packin’” momma.” Then she answers me that times have changed and people look at life
differently and if this doesn’t please me, she still has a mother.”

A third letter: “There are five of us children. | am 14 years old and | am the oldest. My youngest
little brother is four years old. We have our own home, but nothing more. We are all afraid of our Dad
because he has always despised us. He looks at us as though we were not his children. He doesn’t go to
church and he never prays. He is always screaming at us and pushing us around. Maybe it wouldn’t be so
bad, but our Mom also works at the factory. Our Dad leaves the house at seven in the morning and
returns at three in the afternoon. We are not even permitted to eat breakfast with him because he
doesn’t want us around. He claims that we make too much noise. Our Mom works from four in the
afternoon until midnight. She cooks supper and leaves it on the stove. My twelve year old brother and |
must do everything. We only see our Mom in the morning when she gets up to prepare out breakfast.
This is very difficult for me and | often cry, especially when our Dad hollers at us.”

A fourth letter: “I have two daughters; one is 15 years old and the other is 14 years old. They
both attend high school. In the evenings it is impossible to keep them at home. If they are not going to
some theater, then they are going to a dance even in Advent. When | correct them, they turn their back
to me. When | beg them to be home by ten in the evening, they laugh and tell me that this is America
not the old country. They threaten me that they will go out into the world because they know how to
manage for themselves.” After these letters which cast a dark shadow on family situations, we move to
today’s talk entitled:
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ARE THESE OUR CHILDREN?

There is no doubt that we have a family crisis. In order to improve the situation, we must change today’s
outlook on life, in general and then at the family life of every member of the family. Someone wrote
that the causes of such a crisis are: laicism, liberalism, de-Christianization and egoism. What do these
words mean? Laicism, or secularism is a doctrine that insists that the family must be removed from any
religious influences. Liberalism is again the way of demanding total freedom for every member of the
family. Therefore no one in the family has the right to give orders, and therefore, it follows naturally and
logically that no one in the family has the obligation of listening or being obedient. De-Christianization is
the dogma of throwing Christ and the principles of Christ out of the family which is nothing other than
expelling Christ from the homes. Egoism is nothing new. It is the low and pagan selfishness, unchristian
and ignoble selfishness.

The total population, not only up to the outbreak of the second world war, but today still lives in
complete ignorance of the purpose for which they were created. They do not know the teachings of
Christ based on the commandments of love of God and neighbor. The love of God and neighbor were
replaced by personal fantasy and personal whims. The moral level became much lower. Without any
religious warmth, the barometer of virtue fell to zero. The desire to use everything and the chasing after
comfort prevails. Now our people only take material things seriously; they adore money, sports and film
stars. Women do not value the seriousness of life’s tasks they kill the noble virtues of their heart and the
abilities of their soul. The restraint for all of that is only religion. However, the Church cannot do this
work along. It is absolutely necessary for individuals to work upon themselves. The rebirth of the family
must come from within that family as a result of a new spiritual life. For this reason, one of the most
important things is for young women to become fully aware of what the marriage vocation and the
establishment of a family demands.

Pope Leo XIII called the family the cradle of society. Marriage must be founded on love. The
essence of the family is having and raising children which demands the warmth of a loving home and
parental care that their hearts may develop normally and their characters form. Christ made marriage
indissoluble and the Church has no right to change this. It is not true that divorces were to decrease the
number of unhappy people. Statistics prove that the more divorces there are the more suicides and
murders occur and the more divorces there are the more evil married life there is. Marriage is a heavy
obligation concerning conscience, God and society. It demands dedication, personal happiness and the
general good. In case we don’t know, it is high time that we should know that the first school of
education is the family — the father and mother.

You can say what you want you can laugh at the ideas and methods of our old mothers and
fathers. They were simple people and uncultured. Often they did not know how to read or write. They
didn’t learn from books. They did not hear the lectures of learned teachers and expert tutors. However,
they used peasant intelligence and healthy common sense in bringing up their sons and daughters. The
father was the general and the mother was a kind of intermediary officer between the children and their
father. The father had to know about everything and he took great interest in everything. He spent all
his evenings at home repairing shoes, doing minor fixtures or reading the newspaper. The mother, after
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supper, stayed with the children helping them in their school work, listening to their reading and
catechism.

Today it is different. Mothers spend hours at the hair dresser, at the fashion stores or at the
movies. They either take their children to stay with Grandma, or else, they just lock them up in the
house. These little ones, them, must take care of themselves.

Now, I'm thinking of war time that gave us a new type of woman. Supposedly this was to show
off patriotic women, when in reality and in most instances, these women go to work in these defense
factories for very selfish reasons. For some, they felt too restricted at home, others wanted to be
financially independent of their husband'’s salary, and still others just wanted more freedom. How many
homes were broken, how many marriages failed, and how many individuals were made unhappy! You
don’t believe me? Do you think that I’'m exaggerating? How many young girls steal from lawful wives
and mothers their husbands and the fathers of their children? How many young wives and mothers
evening and night rendezvous with boyfriends who are the hushands of other women? Big salaries and
regular paydays; good times; the duties of husbands and wives are cast into a corner. Let’s use today for
we don’t know what tomorrow will bring. Don’t tell me that your daughters and wife know nothing
about such affairs. Ask your first intelligent taxi driver whom he drives around and where he takes them
in evening and night trips. Ask the foreman and the superintendents in these factories about what | have
told you and what, not only the young people, but the husbands, wives, fathers and mothers talk about
and relate about themselves.

Don’t anyone judge me as being one-sided or not understanding this whole situation. Let these
people go to work in the factories — single girls, widows, childless wives, mothers of grown children and
mothers whose children no longer need her constant maternal help. For such as them, let the factory be
a good place to work and earn a decent salary. Such work, for such women will then be truly an act of
patriotism. As for young wives and mothers of little children, their place and their only duty is at home
and taking care of the children. Every mother is the same kind of patriot and shows the same amount of
patriotism by taking care of the home as the soldier shows on the war front. She has the same
obligations at home that a general has on the battle field. No grandma, no servant, nor any orphanage
can take the place of a “mother.” A child has a right to his mother’s care and no legislator, no party and
no country can change that.

Mothers of growing children who work at the factory under the pretense of patriotism, not only
are they missing out on their chosen vocation, but they impose irreparable damage upon their families,
bring about harm and actually sabotage the whole meaning of patriotism. The newspaper, “The Polar
Star,” recently wrote about the devastation among our children. One article reads thus: “One of my
friends also works in the war factory and she often returns home at night. One night she met two little
boys under the age of ten sitting on the steps of a store. It was already after one in the morning,
therefore this woman, who was herself a very prudent mother, became interested in these little
vagabonds. She asked them “What are you doing here at this late hour?” “We’re waiting for our Dad”
they answered, he’ll be coming home from work on the trolley.” “And where is your Mother?” she asked
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again. “Our Mom also works at night, but she doesn’t come home until morning” they answered, adding
that they were afraid to stay at home alone therefore they prefer to wait here for their Dad.

Another night, she was returning home even later and in front of that same store she met a ten
year old boy with two newspapers in his hand. Entering into a conversation with him, she learned that
he sells the night newspaper in this place because people change trolleys here when they are returning
from work and they buy them. His father is a soldier and his mother told him that he is not permitted to
return home until he sells all the newspapers. The lady bought both papers and advised the boy to go
home and not to sell the night edition of the paper.

A few days later, she met the same little boy. It was pouring down rain and nobody was buying
newspapers. This little boy still had over twenty newspapers and he was determined to stay there even
until morning in order to sell them all. This lady certainly could not buy all of his papers this time. She
began to insist that he go home and try to sell his papers during the day, but it was fruitless. He insisted
that older boys selling papers reserved places for themselves and tolerated no competition therefore he
cannot go home until he sells them all.

“Are there really such mothers on earth? If she is the wife of a soldier, them she gets money
from the government for her children. Why then does she force a ten year old boy to do such work? Are
those few cents that he earns worth more to her than her son’s health and morals? Evidently there are
such mothers, and she’s even a Catholic for the boy said that he attends a parochial school.”

Now, | give you some statistics concerning “teen agers’ crimes” as they are called by the courts.
J. Edgar Hoover, the head of the Federal Bureau of Investigation insists that the present situation is
beginning to look like a “form of national scandal.” Experts claim that unless this situation changes, the
future generations of Americans will have more bad citizens and more negligent parents than any other
generation in the history of our country. This would be a tragedy and a curse for our country which is
sacrificing so much to win this war so that all people would have the freedom of living a life worthy of an
intelligent person. The FBI reports that in the first nine months of 1943, the arrests of boys and girls 17
years of age and younger, rose by 19.9% over the number of arrests in the first nine months of 1942 and
by 23.6% over the arrest made in the 12 months of 1941. Eighty three judgments in the reports to the
Department of Labor stress that these teen age crimes have jumped by 16% between the years 1940-
1942.

All these agencies stress that worse things are happening among young girls rather than young
boys. In some cities and towns, the authorities arrest more girls than boys. The greatest percentage of
arrests are sexual offenses against morality. In San Diego the police confirm that there is a growth in
crime of 50% among boys, but a 355% growth of crime among girls; you must remember that for every
teen aged criminal arrested, there are 5, 10 and 15 others who are really criminals despite the fact that
so far they have managed to avoid arrest.

Authority is authority. One of the judges supposedly said, “We are too involved in trying to win
the war. Who really cares about the future? This seems to be our philosophy of life. The problem grew
beyond our heads. With our nervousness and our children who have become savages, we have no plan
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for the future.” For an entire week these were hearings in Washington, DC before a sub-committee of
Senators whose assignment was to discover the source and the reasons for the crimes committed by
teen aged girls and boys. They called the pedagogues, educators, experts and teachers as witnesses.
However, they have not yet disclosed the results of these hearings to the public. However, everyone is
asking, “What is happening with our American youth? How can this situation be remedied?”

These are the kind of incidents multiplying among boys: the derailment of trains, smashing
railroad cars, destruction of war materials and private property, setting fires, attacks, beatings, violence
and murders. Young boys, carried away by feelings of war create bands of commandos and stage battles
using real knives and guns. They plan attacks and raid gasoline stations and steal money, gasoline and
automobile tires. They even dare to attack restaurants and night clubs. In one small town they beat up
an older man so terribly that he died shortly after that. Somewhere in Connecticut a group of boys stole
a tractor. These vandals drove that tractor over a cemetery overturning and crushing all the head
stones. Among these young boys there are thieving saboteurs who for the fun of it act like bandits and
cause the derailment of trains carrying consumer goods.

In one week last spring, five boys aged 9, 11, 13, and 14 year olds were arrested for the crimes
of derailing trains in Maryland, Pennsylvania and New York. In New York, the boys had success with this
trick. In this case, the cars carrying gasoline exploded and burned three houses causing $123,000
damage. In another incident, three ten year old boys piled up rocks on the railroad tracks. The train
carrying several thousands of soldiers jumped the track. Two nine year old boys in New Jersey set fire at
the factory that made war materials causing a loss of $1,500,000. A second thirteen year old boy caused
a fire in which 80,000 large cases used to transport rifles, ammunition, etc. were totally incinerated.

School children, during school hours, instead of being at their books in school are roaming about
in theaters, doing great damage to the furniture, cutting the pictures out of their frames, ripping up
sofas and tearing carpets and chairs. They even start up fires. In Philadelphia the police caught a six year
old who was crawling under the seats and stealing money from purses. He had two five year old girls
helping him.

Within six months, three States sent fourteen year old murderers to prison for life. In Pendelton,
Oregon one was the adopted son of a family that was very well-off. He had shot the daughter of a
neighbor. In Cleveland, Ohio a teen aged thief killed an older commercial trader with a hammer and
robbed him of $34.00. In Brooklyn, New York a young bandit in an alley robbed a drunken sailor and
stabbed him with a knife. In the city of New York, a thirteen year old boy named Edwin Codarro was
sentenced to 30 years in Sing-Sing after he admitted to sexually assaulting and then murdering a ten
year old girl.

The war plays no part in any of these instances however, educators insist that all that news from
the fields of battle and the repetition of it in the press and on the radio and movies is detrimental to the
imaginations of young people if they are not overcome by intelligent and good influences in the
atmosphere at home.




